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1 r KALTII  1 )KPAKTMKNT. 

HK()MS(JR()VK  I'KBAN  DisTHKT  ('(•(''NCII.. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman.  I.adies  and  (iENTLKMKN, 

In  the  absence  of  Doctor  Baster,  i have  much  pleasure  in  iiresent  inf; 
to  you  his  report  of  tlic  state  of  the  public  healtli  in  Broinsgrov'o  for 
tlie  year  194t).  and  a report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  your  Healtli 
Department. 

In  the  main,  this  is  Dr.  Baster’s  report,  but  I have  inserted  the 
statistical  data  which  were  not  available  to  liim  at  the  time  of  his 
departui’e,  with  a few  remarks  of  my  own. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yom‘  obedient  Servant, 

E.  T.  SIIENNAN,  M.B.,  Ch.B..  D.P.IT., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

SECTION-  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  : t),228  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Populat  ion  mid  1949 — 27,430. 

1948—27,710. 

1947—25,290. 

1946—24,600. 

1938—23,540. 

Number  of  inhabited  honses  end  of  1949 — 7,491. 

1948—7,379. 

1947—7,303. 

1946—7,201. 

1938-6,902. 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1949  : £142,487. 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  : £54()  10s.  lid. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

221 

238 

459 

Illegitimate 

3 

10 

13 

Total 

224 

- 

248 

472 

Birth  Rate. 

Births  per  1,000  population  : 

1949  1948  1947  1938  1949  (England  and  Wales) 

17.21  18.12  18. .58  17.8  16.7 

Illegitimacy  Rate. 

(Total  live  illegitimate  births  per  1,000  total  live  births)  : 

1949  1948  1947  1938 

27. .52  .53.9  51.1  33.5 
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still  Births. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

l^egitimate 

2 

5 

7 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

2 

5 

7 

Still  Birth  Rate  (Still  Births  per  1,000  total  births)  : 
1949  1948  1947  1938 

14.56  23.3  28.9  27.9 


Deaths. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

151 

128 

279 

Death  Rate. 

Deaths  per  1,000  population  : 

1949  1948  1947  1938  1949  (England  and  Wales). 

10.17  9.56  10.7  12.5  11.7 


Infant  Mortality. 

DEATH.S  OP  Infants  Under  1 Year  of  Age  : 

1949  1948  1938  1949 


Deaths  of  legitimately  born 
infants  under  1 year  of  age 

per  1,000  legitimate  births...  37.03  33.7  56.9  — 

Deaths  of  illegitimately 
born  infants  under  1 year 
of  age  per  1 ,000  illegitimate 

births  ...  ...  76.92  74.1  166.7  — 

Deaths  of  all  infants  under 
1 year  of  age  per  1,000  live 

births  38.13  35.9  59.8  .32.0 


(England 
and  Wales) 


Infant  Death.s. 
(Under  1 Year  of  jVge)  : 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

9 

8 

17 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

10 

8 

18 

I 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Maternal  death.s  per  1,000  total  births. 

1949  1948  1947  1938  1949  (England  anil  Wales). 

— — 2.06  1.17  0.98 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  BROMSGROVE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

1949. 


Cause  of  Death 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Mor- 

tality 

Rate 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scai'let  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

\Vliooping:  Cougli  ... 

— 

1 

1 

0.04 

o. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(i. 

Tuberculosis  of  Pespiratory 
System  ...  

10 

1 

11 

0.51 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

1 

0.04 

8. 

Syphilitic  Disea-ses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza  ... 

1 

— 

1 

0.04 

10. 

Measles  ...  • ... 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 
encephalitis 

_ 







12. 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

13. 

Cancer  of  Buccal  cavity  and 
Oesophagus  (M)  Uterus  (F) 

2 

1 

3 

0.1 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum 

7 

6 

13 

0.47 

15. 

Cancer  of  the  Breast 

0 

5 

5 

0.18 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

14 

6 

20 

0.72 

17. 

Diabetes 

,0 

1 

1 

0.04 

18. 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesio.'.s 

21 

17 

38 

1.38 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

39 

37 

76 

2.77 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 
System 

4 

5 

9 

0.33 

21. 

Bronchitis  ... 

5 

1 

6 

0.22 

22. 

Pneumonia 

8 

5 

13 

0.47 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

6 

8 

0.21 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

0.04 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

— 

1 

1 

0.04 

26. 

Appendicitis 

2 

— 

2 

0.07 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

3 

4 

7 

0.26 

28. 

Nephritis  ... 

1 

3 

4 

0.14 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive 
Sepsis 

_ 





30. 

Other  Maternal  causes  ... 



— 

— ■ 

— 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

4 

2 

6 

0.22 

32. 

Congenital  Malformation.,  birth 
injuries  and  other  infant  disease 

3 

3 

6 

0.22 

33. 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

0.07 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  ... 

2 

2 

4 

0.14 

.35. 

Other  Violent  Causes 

6 

3 

9 

0.33  1 

36. 

All  Other  Cases  ... 

14 

14 

28 

1.02 

Total-s  

151 

128 

279 

10.17  i 
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COMMENT  ON  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  Population. 

The  population  showed  a decrease  of  280  over  last  year’s  figui'e. 
There  was,  however,  still  an  excess  of  bii'ths  over  deaths  of  193. 

The  Birth  Rate. 

Tlie  Birth  Rate  (17.21  per  1,000  population)  remains  higher  than 
the  pre-war  figure,  but  is  lower  than  that  of  last  year  (18.12),  and  is 
higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  (10.7). 

The  Illegitimacy  Rate. 

(27.5  per  1,000  total  births)  shows  a considerable  decrease  to  almost 
half  the  figure  for  the  previous  year  (53.9)  and  well  below  the  pre-war 
figm’e  (33.5). 

The  Still  Birth  Rate. 

(14.56  per  1,000  total  births)  shows  a reduction  compared  with  the 
previous  year  and  is  about  half  the  pre-war  figure  (27.9). 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  there  were  no  deaths  in  childbirth  or 
ascribable  to  pregnancy  during  the  year. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

(38.13  per  1,000  live  births).  Infant  mortality  imfortimately  shows 
a rise  compai’ed  with  the  previous  year  (35.9)  and  is  higher  than  that 
for  the  whole  country.  It  is,  however,  lower  than  that  of  the  pre-war 
figure  (59.8). 


The  Death  Rate. 

(10.17  per  1,000  population)  shows  a slight  increase  over  the  previous 
year  (9.56)  but  is  below  the  national  figure  (11.7),  and  that  for  148 
smaller  towns  (ijopulation  of  25,000 — 50,000  at  1931  census)  which  is 
11.6. 

The  major  causes  of  death  by  percentage. 

1.  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system 

2.  Cancer  (all  forms) 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis) 

4.  Tuberculosis 


48.0  % 
14.6% 
9.7  % 


The  juajor  causes  remain  substatitially  the  same  as  last  year, 
t hough  the  percentages  have  varied.  Deaths  from  diseases  of  the  heart 
increased,  the  greater  proportion  of  them  being  natural  deaths  from  old 
age  ; the  proportion  due  to  cancer  was  considerably  lower  than  that 
of  the  previous  year,  14.6  compared  with  the  previous  year,  18.5  ‘.’o- 
In  general  i)x  I'ecetit  year's,  there  has  been  a rise  in  the  proportion  of 
deaths  due  to  cancel',  anti  it  will  be  of  interest  to  see  if  tliis  local  fall 
will  be  maintained.  The  proportion  of  tleaths  due  to  Tuberculosis 
(5.7  %)  is  lower  than  that  of  the  previous  year  (7.5%),  the  actual 
number  being  15,  comitared  with  19,  a decrease  of  4. 
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Percentage  distribution  of  deaths  : 


Afje  ai  Death. 

% 

0 — 1 year. 

6.45 

1 — 14  years. 

1.09 

15 — 44  years. 

9.65 

44 — 64  years 

18.63. 

65  and  over. 

64.18. 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 
{a)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


1 

Clinic. 

Situation. 

Time  of  Holding. 

Bromsgrove  Infant 
Welfare  Centre 

Recreation  Road 

Wednesday  2 p.m. 

Catshill  Infant 

I Welfare  Centre 

Baptist  Chapel 

1st  & 3rd  Friday 

2 p.m. 

Bromsgrove  Ante- 
Natal  Clinic 

Recreation  Road 

Monday  10 — 12  n’n. 
and  2— 4'p.m. 

School  Clinic 

J 

Recreation  Road 

Monday  and  Wed- 
nesday 10  a.m. 
to  12  noon. 

! Dental  Clinic 

Recreation  Road 

As  arranged 

Tuberculosis 

Recreation  Road 

Tuesday  2, p.m. 

Rubery  Ante-Natal 

St.  Chad’s  Chvu’ch 

■ lO  ■ 

1st  & 3rd  Thursdays 

Clinic 

Hall  ' 

* ^10  a.m. 

Rubery  Infant 

St.  Chad’s  Church 

1st  & 3rd  Thursdays 

Welfare 

' Hall 

2 p.m. 

Diphtheria 

Immunisation 

Recreation  Road 

2nd  & 4th  Wednes- 
days 11  a.m. 

A great  deal  of  valuable  work  directed  towards  the  preservation  of 
health  and  the  prevention  of  disease  is  carried  out  in  these  clinics  by 
the  Medical  and  Nursing  Staffs.  In.  the  Welfare  Centres  there  is 
additional  assistance  which  is  greatly  appreciated  from  voluntary 
workers. 


{h)  Midwifery  Services. 

This  service  seenLs  to  be  settling  clown  in  its  new  form,  bnt  the 
acute  shortage  of  maternity  beds  is  still  a considerable  handicap. 

(c)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  new  Public  Health  Ijaboratoiy  Service  Laboratoiy  at  the  Koyal 
Infirmary  in  Worcester  came  into  operation  during  the  year,  and  has 
been  a very  great  help.  It  deals  with  everytlring  except  cliemicaT 
examination  of  water  and  milk  which  continues  to  be  carried  out  at 
the  County  Laboratory. 

(d)  Hospitals. 

The  hospitals  completed  their  first  year  under  the  control  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  without  any  great  change  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

(e)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

This  service  was  provided  throughout  the  year  by  the  County 
Council  under  local  administration  from  the  District  Coimcil’s  Health 
Department. 

(f)  Health  Education. 

The  Coimcil  subscribes  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 
In  general,  the  working  agreement  has  been  that  the  C.C.H.E.,  who  are 
also  responsible  for  supplying  general  health  education  material,  while 
the  District  Council  has  to  supply  material  used  in  campaigns  for 
specicif  diseases  as  part  of  their  Disease  Prevention  Service. 

,(g)  Vaccination. 

Vaccination  was  carried  out  during  the  year  against  smallpox 
by  the  County  Cormcil  under  the  administration  by  the  local  authorities 
Health  Department,  and  there  was  some  falling  off  in  the  number  of 
children  vaccinated  compared  with  the  number  vaccinated  prior  to 
the  cessation  of  compulsory  vaccination,  although  this  was  not  as 
marked  as  in  most  parts  of  the  country.  Figures  are  given  in  a later 
section  (F). 

(h)  Home  and  Domestic  Help. 

This  service  was  recognised  by  the  County  Council  and  was  con- 
ducted throughout  the  year  by  the  W.V.S.  from  their  offices  in  New 
Road.  It  has  provided  an  exceedingly  valuable  service. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  is  given  in  a report 
by  yoiu’  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  A detailed  statement  of  the  sanitai-y 
state  of  the  district  is  also  given  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  S3. 5 "o 
of  the  hoases  in  the  district  have  separate  water  closets  and  91  "o  of 
the  houses  have  a separate  mains  water  supply.  The  policy  of  the 
department  over  the  past  12  years  has  been  to  get  piped  water  supplies 
into  houses  sup])licd  by  unfit  wells  and  to  conveit  unsati.sfad oi y sani- 
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tary  acctuiiniodaf ion  in,ti)  water  closets  connected  to  the  sewer  where 
available.  The  residts  of  tliese  endeavours  are  now  apparent,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  the  continuation  of  this  good  work  will  proceed. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  Com- 
pany is  sampled  frequently  both  by  the  Company  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  al\d  specimen  reports  are  set  out  below  : — 


(ff)  Sample  Marked  Burcot — “ Earl  of  Plymouth.” 

Physical  Characteis  ...  ...  Clear  pH  <5.7 

Odom-  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Depo.sit  ...  ...  ...  ...  None. 

Chemical  Examination  (Results  expi-essed  in  parts  per  100,000)  : 
Solids  in  suspension  (Dried  at  100°C)  ...  ...  ...  None 

Solids  in  Solution  (Dried  at  100°C.)  ...  ...  ...  18 

Solids  in  Solution.  After  ignition  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Chlorides  calculated  as  common  salt  ...  ...  ...  3.2 

Hardness  permanent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hardness  temporary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Hardness  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Free  and  saline  anunonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.002 

Albiuninoid  ammonia...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.002 

Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Trace 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27°C.  ...  ...  ...  Notte 

Toxic  Metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None  detected. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  colonies  developing  upon  Agar. 

(«)  In  two  days  at  37°C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil  per  one  ml. 

(6)  In  three  days  at  22°C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil  per  one  ml. 

Coli  aerogenes  (pre.sumptive  coli)  count  ...  ...  Nil  per  100  ml. 

Opinion  : — The  sample  is  fit  for  drinking. 


{Signed)  M.  M.  LOVE. 

10.2.49. 

(b)  Sample  marked  Washingstocks — ” Harwood.” 

Physical  Characters  ...  ...  Clear  pH  7.0 

Odour  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Deposit  ...  ...  None 

Chemical  Examination  (Results  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000)  : 


Solids  in  suspension  (Dried  at  100 °C.)  ...  ...  ...  None 

Solids  in  Solution  (Dried  at  100 °C.)  ...  ...  ...  25 

Solids  in  Solution  (After  ignition)  ...  ...  ...  19 

Chlorides  calculated  as  common  salt  ...  ...  ...  ;i 

Hardness  permanent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Hardness  temporary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  H 

Hardness  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Free  and  .saline  a.mmonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0008 

Albuminoid  ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.000<5 

Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Trace 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  1 hours  at  27°C.  (N/80  permanganate)  None 
Toxic  Metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None  detected 
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Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  colonies  developing  upon  Agar. 

(a)  In  two  days  at  37°C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil  per  one  ml. 

(b)  In  three  days  at  22'’C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil  per  one  ml. 

Coli  aerogenes  (Presvunptive  Coli)  Count  ...  Nil  per  100  ml. 

Opinion  : — The  sample  is  fit  for  drinking. 

(Signed)  M.  M.  LOVE. 

11.2.49. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  collections  and  disposal  are  supervised  by  the  Surveyor. 
The  collections  of  house  refuse  are  weekly  in  the  town  and  fortnightly 
in  the  more  rural  districts,  but  these  periods  are  considerably  inter- 
fered with  by  labour  difficulties  and  holidays. 

The  number  of  loads  from  bins  was  1,636. 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

The  work  of  the  Health  Department  in  connection  with  Housing 
has  four  main  branches  : (1)  The  maintenance  of  dwelling  houses  in  a 
sanitary  and  habitable  state  ; (2)  the  demolition  or  closure  of  houses 
which  are  insanitary  or  unfit  for  habitation  and  cannot  be  repaired  at 
reasonable  expense  ; (3)  the  clearance  and  re-development  of  areas 
where  insanitary  dwellings  are  congested  (slum  clearance)  ; and  (4) 
the  prevention  and  abatement  of  overcrowding. 

The  work  of  maintenance  of  houses  continues  to  be  confined  to 
requiring  major  defects  to  be  remedied,  often  in  houses  which  have 
long  outlived  their  useful  life.  The  commencement  of  action  to  secure 
demolition  of  many  houses  in  the  town  is  long  overdue — the  present 
housing  circumstances  are  responsible  for  this  state  of  affairs — and 
it  is  hoped  that  before  long  sufficient  houses  will  be  built  to  enable 
sanitary  authorities  to  at  least  demolish  the  worst  houses  in  their 
districts. 

The  housing  position  at  the  end  of  1949  was  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  houses  in  the  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,491 

Number  of  persons  per  house  ...  ...  ...  ...  3.66 

Number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  and  by  the 

Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  end  of  year  ...  101 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  1949  ...  6 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

During  the  year  their  was  some  tendency  for  the  setting  up  of  tents, 
vans  and  sheds,  owing  to  the  severe  housing  shortage,  particularly  in 
the  Birmingham  District;  this  was  very  carefully  watched  and  the  muii- 
ber  kept  down  to  the  absolute  minimxmi.  One  must  bear  in  mind 
that  although  the  housing  problem  in  the  City  of  Birmingham  must  be 
viewed  with  sympathy,  an  increase  of  shack  dwellings  in  this  district 
would  create  a considerable  danger  to  the  health  of  the  local  residents, 
and  I feel  that  the  position  should  be  very  carefully  watched  in  the 
next  few  years. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


This  work  has  received  attention,  in  all  branches  and  details  of  the 
work  done  are  set  out  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

The  work  of  educating  the  food  handler  to  the  dangers  of  trans- 
mitting food  poisoning  organisms  to  the  public  is  not  easy  and  has  to  be 
viewed  as  a long  term  policy.  The  education  of  the  young  person  in 
school  in  the  fundamentals  of  hygiene  will  eventually  result  in  a much 
greater  appreciation  of  the  need  for  clean,  safe  food.  Until  the  public 
themselves  assist  local  authority  officers  by  pm-chasing  from  shops 
where  it  is  apparent  that  care  is  taken  in  displaying  and  handling  food 
in  a hygienic  manner,  I am  afraid  that  the  careless  trader  will  continue 
to  be  with  us.  The  officers  of  the  local  authority  can  and  do  do  much 
to  improve  the  conditions  under  which  food  is  prepared  and  handled, 
but  competition  between  traders,  fostered  by  an  enlightened  public 
opinion  and  demand,  can  assist  greatly  to  seciu-e  a permanent  improve- 
ment. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Disease. 

Corrected 

Notifications. 

Admissions  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths 

Food  Poisoning 

12 

1 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

7 

— ■ 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

12 

— 

Measles 

19(5 

8 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

64 

6 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  ... 

15 

19 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

— 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  I’neumonia 

14 

4 

13 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

4 

— 

Ophthalmia  Xeonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

5 

2 

— 

Total 

831 

6() 

14 

11 


Diphtheria. 

There  was  only  1 case  of  diphtheria  during  tlie  year,  this  beirrg  the 
lowest  iircidence  ever  recorded  in  the  district.  This  is  a very  satis- 
factory state  of  affairs  and  is  due,  no  doubt,  in  no  small  part  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  immunisation  service  which  shows  a slow  but  steady 
increase  in  the  number  of  children  immunised  against  this  deadly 
disease. 


Diphtheria  Incidence  and  Mortality,  1939-1949. 

Year. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

1939 

82 

2 

1940 

50 

1 

1941 

55 

1 

1942 

37 

1 

1943 

21 

— 

1944 

16 

— 

1945 

13 

1 

1946 

8 

— 

1947 

8 

— 

1948 

14 

— 

1949 

1 



Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  a coui'se  of  immunisation 
during  the  year  1949  was  as  follows  : — 

Primary  I mm  unisaticm . 

Under  5 years  ...  ...  ...  357 

5-14  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  447 

Reinforcing  “ Booster”  injection  278 
The  “ immunisation  state^”  of  Bromsgrove  children  on  the  31st 
December  was  as  follows  : — 


Age  ( Years) 

0-1 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 

Nrunber  immimised  ... 

21 

273 

344 

294 

239 

1863 

1612 

4646 

Population  (approx.) 

Ct 

dldre 

S 

n under  5 

!411 

1 



ars 

6600 

% Immunised 

48.56  % 

83.0  % 

70.3  % 

The  comparable  fi 

giires  on,  December  3lst,  1948,  were 

% Immunised 

Children  under  5 
49.6  % 

5-14  years 
77.6% 

Total. 
65.7  % 
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The  muiiber  of  childreji  inuiiuriised  during  the  year  shows  a slight 
■decrease  on  that  of  last  year,  but  tfie  percentage  of  children  of  all  ages 
immunised  shows  an  increase  which  is  especially  apparent  in  the  5-14 
age  group.  ITnfortunately,  the  percentage  of  children  \inder  5 years 
of  age  shows  a slight  decrease,  and  we  cannot  view  the  position  with 
complacency  as  it  is  this  group  that  is  in  the  greatest  danger.  We 
nmst,  therefore,  still  campaign  towards  a better  immunisation  of  this 
group,  and  do  all  we  can  to  pemiiade  mothers  to  have  their  babies 
protected. 

Smallpox. 

There  w'ere  no  cases  of  smallpox  in  the  district  diu’ing  the  year» 
although  with  the  increase  in  air  traffic  it  is  important  for  continued 
vigilance  to  be  exercised  and  the  need  to  be  impressed  upon  the  public 
of  having  their  childi-en  vaccinated.  This  is  also  of  value  as  very  many 
more  people  go  abroad  than  was  formerly  the  case  and  have,  therefore, 
become  exposed  to  infection. 

Vaccination. 


\uinber  of  persons  Vaccinated  (or  re-ruccimded)  daring  1949  : 


Age  at  'i\stDec.. 
1949.  i.e.  born 
in  years 

Under  1 
1949 

1 to  4 

1945  to  1948 

5 to  14 
1935to  1944 

15  or  over 
Before  1935 

Total. 

Number 

Vaccinated 

97 

71 

1 

(•) 

175 

Number  Re- 
Vaccinated 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

29 

29 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  again  fell  considerably  during  the  year. 
In  general  there  is  probably  no  less  about  than  there  ever  was,  but  for 
some  reason  its  severity  is  greatly  reduced.  As  scarlet  fever  can  be 
regarded  as  sore  throat  and  rash,  as  it  gets  increasingly  mild  in  Wiaracter, 
the  rash  is  likely  to  be  missed. 

Owing  to  the  widespread  distribution  of  the  causative  organism 
and  the  mildness  of  the  illness,  much  less  stringent  precautions  are 
taken  nowadays  for  its  control.  Its  complications,  however,  still 
remain  with  us  ; one  cannot  impress  upon  parents  too  strongly  the 
necessity  for  taking  children,  in  whom  there  is  any  discharge  from  the 
ear,  for  prompt  medical  attention. 

Food  Poisoning. 

The  general  practitioners  were  circularised  early  in  the  year,  asking 
them  to  notify  cases  of  food  poisoning,  following  directions  from  the 
Ministry.  The  twelve  notifications  received  were  found  to  be  individual 
cases  which  were  unrelated.  There  has  been  no  outbreak  with  a com- 
mon source  notified  to  the  department  and  in  none  of  the  individual 
cases  was  it  possible  to  identify  the  actual  cause  of  the  illness. 
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Dysentery. 

Tlie  cases  of  dysentery  all  occurred  among  children  at  a local 
hospital. 

Measles. 

The  incidence  of  measles  showed  a sharp  rise  dming  the  year, 
which  is  probably  due  to  the  usual  bi-annual  increase  found  in  this 
disease. 

Though  the  illness  itself  is  usually  mild,  it  must  still  be  regarded  as 
a serious  illness  due  to  the  complications  which  often  follow  it,  particu- 
larly if  care  and  attention  are  not  bestowed  on  its  treatment  and 
nursing,  and  parents  should  invariably  ask  medical  advice  when  their 
children  have  measles. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  a considerable  rise  in  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough, 
and  it  should  be  regarded  in  much  the  same  way  as  measles,  as  it  often 
gives  rise  to  complications,  and  once  again  medical  advice  should  be 
sought  by  the  parents  for  their  children  suffering  from  whooping  cough. 

In  recent  years  considerable  work  has  been  carried  out  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  a prophylactic  against  whooping  cough,  and  those  used  in  the 
last  few  years  appear  to  afford  considerable  protection.  In  Bromsgrove 
Dr.  Pugh  has  immunised  a considerable  number  of  childi’en  attending 
the  clinics  against  whooping  cough,  and  I think  that  the  effects  of 
recent  trials  makes  it  safe  for  us  to  advise,  with  some  confidence,  the 
protection  of  children  by  immunisation.  A number  of  private  prac- 
titioners have  used  the  combined  prophylactics  for  whooping  cough 
and  diphtheria. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

The  number  of  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  showed  a welcome  fall 
to  almost  one-third  of  that  of  last  year.  These  cases  occui’  mainly  in 
maternity  homes  to  which,  in  all  probability,  the  cases  were  i-emoved 
on  account  of  this  condition. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  is  notified  to  the  Urban  District  Council  and  a Eegister 
is  kept.  Officers  of  the  Health  Department  visit  to  advise  as  to  pre- 
ventive measm’es,  particularly  where  the  sanitary  state  of  the  living 
conditions  is  unsatisfactory.  Homes  are  visited  where  deaths  have 
occurred  frojn  Tuberculosis  and  disinfection  carried  out. 

The  tuberculosis  service  for  diagnosis,  treatment,  aftercare  and 
general  supervision  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  through  the 
tuberculosis  dispensary  and  through  the  agency  of  honie  visits  by 
tuberculosis  nurses.  At  the  Dispensary  cases  are  exajnined,  treat- 
ment is  given,  follow  up  is  carried  out  after  treatment  and  contacts 
are  examitred.  X-Kay  is  carried  out  at  the  Smallwood  Hospital,  at 
Redditch.  Since  .Inly  5th.  1948,  treatment  was  administered  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 
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'riie  state  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  1949  was  as 
follows  : — 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Pulmonary 

72 

54 

120 

Non-Pulmonary 

17 

20 

37 

Total  

S9 

74 

163 

) 

Tuberculosis  Incidence  and  Mortality  for  the  year  1949. 


Neu 

Cases 

Deaths. 

Age 

P uhno  nary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmo  nary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

\ 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

1 

0— 

— 



. 

— 

— 



i 1- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1 5— 

1 10— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 



i 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 



20— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

2 

_ 

25— 

1 

5 

— 

1 

2 

1 



1 35— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 — 

45— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

55— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



05  and  over 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 



Age  unknown 

Total 

1 

12 

(21) 

9 

1 

(3) 

2 

10  4 

(14) 

1 — 
(1) 

1 


Dui'ing  the  year  24  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  21  being 
pulmonary  and  3 no'n-pulmonary.  This  was  a decrease  on  the  pre- 
vious year  when  37  new  cases  were  notified.  There  were  15  deaths 
which  was  also  a welcome  decrease  on  the  previous  year,  when  there 
were  19.  Of  the  deaths,  14  were  pulomonary  and  1 non-pulmonary 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  the 
deaths  from  this  disease,  though  encouraging,  must  not  be  regarded 
with  undue  complacency.  It  is  hoped  that  this  shows  that  tuberculosis 
is  about  to  resume  its  pre-war  downward  trend,  but  we  will  have  to 
wait  for  confirmation  of  this  during  the  next  few  yeaT’s. 

In  between  the  two  wars  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  fell  steadily. 
This  fall  was  arrested  during  the  war  and  it  was  expected  that  with 
the  cessation  of  hostilities  the  fall  would  be  continued.  The  probable 
reasons  for  the  failure  of  the  incidence  to  fall  are  firstly  the  appalling^ 
conditions  of  overcrowding  in  which  many  people  are  forced  to  live,. 
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itml  secondly,  failiu-e  to  provide  adequate  liospital  facilities.  In  many 
instances  infectious  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  diagnosed  and  have  to 
spend  many  months  before  a bed  in  a sanatorium  can  be  obtained  for 
1 hem.  This  reduces  to  a lesser  degree  their  chances  of  survival,  and 
where  living  conditions  are  poor,  puts  the  other  members  of  the  house 
in  considerable  risk. 

Tuberculosis  constitutes  our  niajor  public  health  problem  and, 
if  for  no  othei'  l eason.  every  effort  should  be  made  in  the  production 
of  houses,  if  the  dangers  of  tuberculosis  are  to  be  le.ssened.  It  should 
be  I'emembered  that  over  the  country  as  a whole  there  are  400  deaths 
per  week  from  tuberculosis. 

The  disease  presents  three  very  serious  aspects;  firstly  it  tends  to  be 
a relatively  long  disease  going  on  for  some  time  and  caiising  considerable 
family  hardship;  secondly,  treatment  is  long  and  expensive;  and  lastly, 
it  has  a high  death  rate.  These  factors  greatly  increase  its  importance 
and  complicate  its  control  and  we  must,  in  the  next  few  years,  make 
strenuous  efforts  for  its  reduction. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1949. 

IViR.  Chairman,  JjAdies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  carried 
out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  1949. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  relating  to 
housing  defects  received  during  the  year,  305  such  complaints  having 
been  received  and  dealt  with.  Houses  are  deteriorating  in  the  standard 
of  repair  and  more  resort  is  being  made  to  the  Health  Department  to 
secure  that  repairs  are  carried  out.  This  is  due  no  doubt  to  the  present 
low  financial  return  from  tenanted  houses  in  relation  to  the  high  cost 
of  repairs. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  sanitm-y  survey  of  the  district  has 
been  completed  and  that  we  have  now'  in  our  possession  a complete 
“ word  picture  ” of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area.  A smn- 
mary  is  printed  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

Inspection  of  food  and  food  premises  has  continued  w’ith  unabated 
vigour,  due  to  the  keenness  of  your  Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
There  is,  how'ever,  still  much  to  be  done  in  getting  the  food  handler  to 
appreciate  the  necessity  of  taking  that  extra  precaution  necessary  in 
cleanly  practices.  Too  often  he  considers  that  our  reciuests  are  “fad- 
dist,” and  it  is  difficult  to  convince  him  of  the  activities  and  dangei-s 
of  organisms  which  he  cannot  see. 

The  work  of  sanitary  in,spection,w'hich  calls  for  the  exercise  of  much 
tact  and  patience,  is  made  much  easier  for  me  by  the  co-operation  I 
receive  from  the  Staff  and  all  the  Officei-s  of  the  Council  and  the  support 
of  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  I wish  to 
4 hank  all  concerned  for  their  help. 

A simimary  of  work  done  is  set  out  below. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  (Jentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HOLDEN, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  nuxnber  of  pigs  notified  to  the  department  for  inspection  under 
the  self-suppliers  scheme  was  43.S.  The  amount  of  pig  meat  found  on 
inspection  to  be  unfit  for  himian  consumption  was  as  follows  : — 
Whole  Oai’cases  and  .Xo.  Reason  for  Surrender.  Weight. 

Offal  1 (Generalised  Tuberculosis  ...130  lbs. 

Ifeads  7 Tuberculosis  10.5  lbs. 

liUngs  3 Sets  Tuberculosis  15  lbs. 

Mesenteries  3 Tuberculosis  14  lbs. 

n.ivers  2 Tuberculosis  12  lbs. 

A list  of  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  luunan  consumption  after 


examination  at  wholesale  depots  and 

shops  is  set  out  below 

: — 

English  Beef  

.315 

lbs. 

Red  Cabbage  (3  jars) 

8 lbs. 

New  Zealand  Lamb 

15 

lbs.  12  ozs. 

Hponge  Mixtm’e  ...144Pkts. 

Sausages  

. 22 

lbs. 

Potato  Mixture 

3 Pkts. 

Eish 

. 94 

lbs. 

(Cereals  

4 Pkts. 

Bacon  

. 29 

lbs. 

Herring  Fillets 

13  Jars. 

Cheese 

. (>0 

lbs.  8 ozs. 

Plums 

5 .Tars. 

Sweetened  Pat  

. 13 

cwts. 

Savoury  Beef  

1 Jar. 

Shredded  Huet  

. 50 

lbs.  2 ozs. 

Herring  & Tcjmato 

Chocolate  

. 27 

lbs.  8 ozs. 

Paste  

1 .Jar. 

Sweets  

. 28 

lbs. 

Rhubarb  

1 .Tar. 

"Dates  

. 3 

lbs.  10  ozs. 

Sauce  & Salad  Cream 

9 Bott. 

Pigs 

. 20 

lbs. 

Candied  Peel  

3i  lbs. 

Bariev  Flour 

3i  lbs. 

Tinned 

Goods. 

Evapoi’ated  Milk  .. 

.43  tins 

Cod  Roe  Spread 

..10  tins 

Pull  Cream  Milk  .. 

.80  tins 

Veal  Loaf  

..18  tin-s 

Orange  Juice 

. 5 tins 

Beef  Ijoaf  

Pears  

. 4 tins 

Ham  Loaf  

. . 1 tin 

Plimis  

.12  tins 

Luncheon  Meat  

..  2 tin.s 

(Grapes  

.13  tins 

Pork  

Apple  Pm-ee  

. 2 tins 

Steak  

Cherries  

. 1 tin 

Beef  

. . 1 tin 

Rhubarb 

.11  tins 

Veal  and'  Ham  

..  1 tin 

Pineapple  .luice 

. 1 tin 

Tongue  

..  2 tins 

Peaches  

. 1 tin 

Brawn 

..  9 tins 

(Grapefruit  

.11  tins 

Sausages 

..  4 tins 

Tomatoes  

.78  tins 

Rabbit  

..  1 tin 

Tomato  Juice 

. 9 tins 

Spaghet  t i 

..17  tins 

Tomato  Paste  

. 1 tin 

(’arrots  

Marmalade 

. 5 tins 

Peas  

..82  tins 

Jam  

. 0 tins 

Beetroot  

..85  tins 

Hake  

. 9 tins 

Macedoines  

..  2 tins 

Mussels  

.44  tins 

Beans  

..20  tins 

Pilchards  

. 9 tins 

Mixed  \'egetables 

. . 4 tins 

Herrings  

. 1 tin 

Potatoes  

Whiting  

. 1 tin 

Celery 

. 2 tins 

Crawfish  

. 3 tin 

Spir.ach  

. 7 tins 

Herring  Roes 

. 4 tins 

Vegetable  Soup  

Brisling  

. 2 tins 

Beef  Broth 

..  1 tin 

Salmon  

. 7 tins 

Meat  Soup  

. 1 tin 

Crab  Paste  

.14  tins 
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Food  Premises. 

As  a result  of  the  National  Campaign  for  Clean  Food,  even  greater 
efforts  were  directed  to  securing  further  improvements  in  the  cleanly 
preparation  and  handling  of  food.  Clean  food  handling  has  now, 
quite  rightly,  become  a subject  commanding  an  immense  public  interest 
both  by  individual  bodies  and  the  national  press,  and  this  national 
interest,  together  with  improving  legislation,  should  result  in  a con- 
siderable reduction  in  the  incidence  of  food  poisoning.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  the  greater  co-operation  now  received  from  the  majority  of 
food  traders,  whose  outlook  on  food  handling  and  preparation  is  gradu- 
ally improving  as  a result  of  the  efforts  of  bodies  interested  in  public 
health,  and  which  should  eventually  re.store  public  confidence  in  the 
food  traders. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Food  published  the 
first  series  of  the  Model  Byelaws  made  under  the  Food  and  Drug.s^ 
Act,  1938,  for  securing  the  observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  practices 
and  conditions  in  connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery 
of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air.  These  byelaws  were  formally 
adopted  by  the  Council  in  April,  1950. 

Extensive  routine  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to 
food  premises  during  the  year  in.  an.  attempt  to  secure  full  compliance 
Avith  Section.  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Great  emphasis  Avas  laid 
on  the  personal  hygiene  of  shop  assistants  and  the  vital  importance  of 
adequate  supplies  of  hot  and  cold  Avater  being  available.  Constant 
supplies  of  hot  and  cold  water  were  provided  in.  10  food  premises  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  a large  number  of  orders  had  been  placed  by  trader.s- 
for  the  installation  of  appliances  to  provide  constant  hot  water  in  their 
premises. 

In  addition..  Sanitary  Inspectors  advised  catering  establishment. s 
in  the  use  of  modern  detergents  and  sterilising  agents  as  a precaution 
against  the  spread  of  infection  from  eating  and  drinking  utensils.  During 
the  year  one  unsatisfactory  food  stall,  which  had  operated  in  a public 
market  for  a number  of  years,  was  closed  and  replaced  by  a modem, 
properly  equipped  refreshment  stall.  One  unregistered  food  preparing 
room  at  a retail  shop  was  discovered  and  replaced  by  a modern  tiled 
preparation  room  fully  complying  with  modern  requirements.  ImproA'e- 
ments  were  effected  at  eight  other  food  preparing  premises  in.  the  district. 

Co-operation  exists  betAveeh  the  Surveyor  and  this  Department 
as  to  suitability  of  new  or  adapted  premises  for  use  as  food  premises, 
and  the  valuable  co-operation  of  the  local  food  office  Avith  respect  to 
the  suitability  of  premises  in  new  applications  for  catering  licences 
continued  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  in  the  district  for  the  preparation 
or  manufactiu'e  of  presei'A^ed  food  is  27. 

Milk  Supply. 

On  the  1st  July,  19-19,  the  control  and  sAipervision  of  milk  production 
was  transferred  from  local  authorities  to  the  Ministi-y  of  Agricultiu-e 
and  Fisheries,  Up  to  that  date  <S(i  inspections  had  been  made  during 
the  year  of  the  34  dairy  farms  in  the  district. 

The  supervisitm.  of  dairies  still  remains  with  the  local  authority. 

The  Number  of  Dairies  in  this  district  is  4 

'riie  Number  of  Distributors  of  Milk 27 

Eighty-five  inspections  Avere  made  of  ilairies  during  the  year. 

IS 


Designated  Milk. 


Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  1949,  all  dealers 
in  Pasteurised,  Sterilised,  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Accredited  Milk 
are  subject  to  registration  and  the  following  registrations  are  in  force  : 


Tuberculin 

Tested 

Accredited 

Pasteur- 

ised. 

Sterilised 

1 

No.  of  Dealers’  Licence.s 

0 

Nil 

4 

.5 

No.  of  Supplementary 

Licences 

5 

Nil 

6 

7 

The  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
was  82,  and  they  are  classified  below  : — 


i 

Samples. 

No  taken  for 
bacteriological 
examination 

No. 

Satisfactory 

No. 

Unsa  tisfa  ct  ory 

! 

: Undesignated  Raw 

Milk 

39 

31 

8 

Heat  Treated  Milk... 

8 

8 

— 

Sterilised  Milk 

6 

() 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Pastem'ised 

8 

8 

Pasteurised  ...  ' ... 

12 

12 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

9 

8 

1 

Totals  . . . 

82 

73 

9 

Ten  samples  of  milk  were  also  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacillus  with  negative  results.  One  sample  was  examined  for  the 
presence  of  streptococci. 

Ice  Cream. 

A summary  of  the  results  of  samples  of  Ice  Cream  submitted  for 
examination  during  1949  is  set  out  below.  Appended  for  comparison  are 
the  results  of  samples  taken  in  1948. 

Ice  Cream  Bacteriological  Results,  1948  and  1949. 

1948  : 


Class  of 
Mix. 

Place  of 
Manufacture. 

Provisioned 

Grades. 

Totals. 

1 

2 ! 

3 

4 

' Heat  Treated 

Inside  U.D. 

22 

1 

3 



25 

\ 

Outside  U.D. 

10 

3 

2 

— 

15 

1 Complete  Cold 

Inside  U.D. 

1 

— , 

— 

— 

1 

Mix 

Outside  U.D. 

— 

' 

— 

— 

— 

33 

3 

5 

— 

41 

Percentage 

80.5 

7.3 

12.2 

100 
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1949. 


Cl(is.s  of 
Mix. 

Place  of 

M anufacture. 

Provisional  Grades. 

1 

1 

Totals. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Heat  Treated 

Inside  U.D. 

26 

2 

1 



29 

Outside  U.D. 

45 

5 

3 

— 

53 

Complete  Cold 

Inside  U.D. 

2 

— 



— 

2 

Mix 

Outside  U.D. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

73 

7 

4 

— ■ 

84 

Percentage 

86.9 

8.3 

4.8 

— 

100 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  out  of  84  samples  taken  in  1949, 
only  four  were  placed  in  Grade  3,  and  no  samples  fell  into  the  Grade  4 
category.  This  indicates  a good  standard  of  cleanliness  in  both 
production  and  handling. 

Ice  Cream  Chemical  Examination  1948  and  1949. 


Classif  ication  : 

Fat  Content  % 

Class  of  Mix. 

Total 

1949 

Total 

1948 

Heat 

Treated 

Cold 

Below  2.5 

2 

' 

2 

14 

Over  2.5  ,,  3 

— 

— 

— • 

3 

,,  3 ,,  4 

2 

— 

2 

,,  4 ,,  5 

11 

— 

11 

4 

„ 5 „ 6 

8 

1 

9 

7 

,,  6 ,,  7 

5 

1 

6 

3 

„ 7 „ 8 

22 

— 

22 

— - 

,,  8 ,,  9 

13 

— 

13 

— 

„ 9 „ 10 

11 

— 

11 

— 

„ 10 

8 

— 

8 

1 

Unclassified 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Totals 

82 

2 

84 

41 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  fat  content  of  Ice  ('ream  in  1949 
has  been  better  than  in  1948.  This  is  brought  about  by  the  fact  that 
the  Ministry  have  increased  the  fat  (and  sugar)  allocations  to  the 
Manufacturers  and  the  latter  agreed  to  maintain  a mininuun  fat  per- 
centage of  2i.  Ice  cream  can  still  not  be  considered  to  be  entirely 
satisfactory  froni  a quality  standpoint,  and  the  customer  has  a right  to 
expect  a much  better  product  than  that  produced  by  some  firms'. 

No.  of  premises  Registered  for  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice 


Cream 

No.  of  premises  Registered  for  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ... 
No.  of  premises  Registered  for  Sale  of  Pre-packed  Ice 
Cream  only 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act — Sampling. 

I am  authorised  by  the  County  Council  to  act  as  a Sampling  Officer 
on  their  behalf  within  the  district.  Sampling  under  this  arrangement 
is  independent  of  an  d in  addition  to  sampling  carried  out  by  the  ( -ounty 
Officers. 

Samples  taken  by  me  and  submitted  for  analysis  wei-e  as  follows  : — 
Milk  ...  ...  Formal  Samples  ...  ...  49 

Milk  ...  Informal  Samples  ...  11 

Milk  ...  ...  “Appeal  to  Cow  ” Samples  2 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

Essence  ...  Informal  Sample  ...  1 


Samples  found  to  be  “ adultei’ated 
Article. 

Milk  No.  (>32  : 

Formal  Sample 


Result  of  Analysis. 
...20  % Deficient  in  fat 


are  listed  below  : — 

Remarks. 


Milk  No.  634 

Formal  Sample 


13.3'%  Deficient  in  fat 


Letter  of  caution 
sent  to  Vendor. 


Milk  No.  651 

Formal  Sample 


10  % Deficient  in  fat.  Vendor  cautioned. 


Milk  No.  653 

Formal  Sample 


13.3  % Deficient  in  fat  Vendor  cautioned. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Sanitary  survey  of  the  district  referred  to  in  my  previous  reports 
has  been  completed  and  the  following  information  was  obtained  : — 

Including  Council  Houses. 

Number  of  houses  in  Urban  district  including  Coimcil  houses  : 7548’*" 


No. 

of 

houses  with  sep,arate  W.C.’s 

.6304 

83.5 

No. 

of 

houses  with  combined  W.C.’s  

..  444 

5.9  % 

No. 

of 

houses  with  privies  and  earth  closets 

158 

2.1  % 

No. 

of 

houses  with  pails  and  chemical  closets 

; 578 

7.7  % 

No. 

of  houses  with  combined  pails 

,.  41 

0.5  % 

No. 

of 

houses  with  waste  water  closets 

..  23 

0.3 

No. 

of 

houses  with  separate  mains  water 

supply  

.6880 

91.1 

No. 

of  houses  with  standpost  mains  water 

supply  

. 529 

7.1  % 

No. 

of 

houses  with  well,  spring,  pump  water 

supply  

. 139 

1.8'>.> 

No. 

of 

houses  with  baths 

.4907 

65.0  <>„ 

No. 

of 

houses  connected  to  sewer 

.6105 

80.9% 

No. 

of 

houses  connected  to  cesspools  ... 

. 92() 

12.3% 

No. 

of 

houses  connected  to  septic  tanks 

. 140 

1.8% 

No. 

of 

houses  with  no  means  of  proper 

drainage 

. 377 

5.0  % 

To 

June,  1950. 

Excluding  Council  Houses. 


No.  of  houses  in  Urban  District 

.6371 

100  % 

No.  of  houses  with  separate  W.C.’s 

.5127 

80.5  % 

No.  of  houses  with  combined  W.C.’s 

. 444 

7.0  % 

No.  of  houses  with  privies  and/or  earth 
closets 

. 15K 

2.5 

No.  of  houses  with  pails  and/or  chemical 
closets 

. 578 

9.0  % 

No.  of  houses  with  combined  pails 

. 41* 

0.6% 

No.  of  houses  with  waste  water  closets 

. 23 

0.4  % 

No  of  houses  with  separate  mains  water  supply  5703 

89.5  % 

No.  of  houses  with  standpost  mains  water  supply529 

8.3  % 

No.  of  houses  with  wells,  springs  and  pumps 

139 

2.2  % 

No.  of  houses  with  baths 

.3730 

58.5  % 

No.  of  houses  connected  to  .sewer 

.4928 

77.4  % 

No.  of  houses  connected  to  cesspools  ... 

. 926 

14.5% 

No.  of  houses  connected  to  septic  tanks 

. 140 

2.2  % 

No.  of  houses  with  no  proper  drainage 

. 377 

5.9  % 

Total  number  of  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  in. 
district 

. 938 

14.7% 

No.  of  houses  served  by  cesspool  and  septic- 
tanks 

.106() 

16.7  % 

No.  of  houses  served  by  cesspool  and  septic 
tanks  NOT  on  line  of  sewer 

. 883 

13.9  % 

No.  of  houses  served  by  cesspools  ON  the  line 
of  sewer 

. 183 

2.9  % 

No.  of  houses  under  Prospective  10-year  Slum 
Clearance  Scheme 

, 809 

12.7% 

Many  of  the  houses  with  unsatisfactory  sanitaiy  features,  e.g.  : 
without  proper  drainage,  water  supply  and/or  water  closets,  are  of  a 
type  which  will  be  dealt  with  under  the  Slum  Clearance  and  Demolition 
Order  Provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  at  a later  date. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

At  the  end  of  1949  there  were  15  moveable  dwellings  in  full-time 
occupation  in  the  district.  The  Council  have  approved  the  use  of 
these  vans  as  temporary  dwellings  strictly  on  a temporary  basis,  in 
view  of  the  present  housing  shortage. 

No  caravan  colonies  exist  and  a strict  watch  is  being  kept  on  this 
position  with  a view  to  preventing  the  establisliment  of  numbers  of 
vans  as  far  as  possible. 

Water  Supply. 

Thirty-two  samples  of  the  town’s  supply  were  submitted  to  the 
County  Analyst  for  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis, 
all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

The  extension  of  a water  main  was  completed  in  Woodrow  Lane 
enabling  houses  to  be  connected  and  well  supplies  abolished. 

Commencement  was  made  on  laying  a water  main  in  Wildmoor  Lane. 

Thirteen  samples  of  well  water  were  submitted  for  examination 
and  five  were  unsatisfactory.  Fifteen  houses  were  provided  with  a 
piped  water  supply  from  the  mains,  and  the  unfit  wells  were  abolished. 
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Drainage. 

New  drainage  provided  to  sewer  ...  ...  2i) 

New  drainage  provided  to  cesspools  ...  i 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with  ...  35 

No.  of  tests  applied  to  house  drains  ...  215 


No.  of  insanitary  lavatories  etc.  dealt  with  17 


Cesspool  Emptying. 

The  Council  empty  cesspools  free  where  no  sewers  are  available,  and 
an  approximate  twice  yearly  service  is  given.  The  following  is  a 
simirnary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  cesspool  vehicle  in  1949  : — 
No.  of  t'esspools  emptied 
No.  of  loads  from  Cesspools 
No.  of  Gullies  cleansed 
No.  of  Privies  Emptied 
No.  of  Pails  Emptied  ... 


Mileage  covered 


1068 

726 

3287 

447 

689 

4984 


Smoke  Abatement. 

No  special  action  was  taken  in  this  direction-  It  is  not  a major 
problem  in  this  district,  pollution  from  the  domestic  chimney  being 
the  main  cause  of  atmospheric  pollution. 


Disinfestation. 

No.  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs  5 
No.  of  houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  5 

Methods  employed  for  disinfestation  of  houses  : — 
Zaldecide/D.D.T. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 


A full-time  operator  is  employed  to  undeidake  treatment  on  all 
Council  and  private  properties,  and  a smnniary  of  the  work  carried  out 
is  set  out  below.  The  rodent  problem  in  the  district  is  now  mainly 
reduced  to  minor,  scattered  infestations  and  the  maintenance  treat- 
ments of  sewers  and  the  brookcourse,  together  with  block  control  of 
centres  of  infestation,  have  kept  the  town  district  comparatively  free 
from  rats.  The  scattered  infestations  referred  to  are  usually  associated 
with  domestic  poultry  or  pig-keeping. 


No.  of  Prebaits  laid 

No.  (jf  Poison  Baits  laid 

No.  of  Post  Baits  laid 

No.  of  Test  Baits  laid  (Sewers) 

No.  of  Treatments  at  Council  premises 
(Sewage  Works  and  Tips,  Etc.)  ... 
No.  of  Sew'er  Treatments 
No.  of  Brookcourse  Treatments  ... 


...  11354 
...  3114 

287 
128 


8 


2 

9 


23 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 

Defects  or  nuisances  cliiscovered  ...  ...  ()7() 

Number  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  (307 

No.  of  notices  served  (Informal  333),  (Formal  10). 

, Legal  Proceeding.s  taken  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


Inspections. 

Inspections  carried  out  in  the  year  are  recorded  below  : — 

Rein- 

1 nspectioyis.  specHona 


Houses  under  Public  Health  Acts 

372 

769 

Overcrowding 

34 

3 

Water  Supply 

144 

69 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

63 

35 

.Schools 

11 

1 

Ashes  Accommodation 

532 

963 

Accumulations 

16 

7 

Animals  or  Birds  ... 

4 

— 

Yards,  Courts,  Etc. 

— 

— 

Piggeries 

31 

3 

Drainage  Inspections 

686 

710 

Drainage  Tests 

215 

— 

Closets — Water 

80 

78 

Pails  or  Privies 

203 

59 

Cesspools 

568 

19 

Urinals  ... 

8 

2 

.Sewers  and  Street  Ctullies 

112 

2 

Cowsheds 

86 

15 

MilLshops  and  Dairies 

85 

13 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

190 

— 

Ijicensed  Premises 

.Slaughterhouses  for  Meat  Inspection 

36 

9 

4 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

197 

10 

fteneral  Food  Premises  ... 

198 

— 

Cottagers  Pigs 

432 

1 

Factories 

162 

7 

Bakehouses 

37 

— 

.Shops  Act  ... 

4 

— 

Rats  and  Mice  Acts 

141 

— 

Building  Licences  ... 

70 

2 

Infectious  Diseases 

97 

7 

Houses  Disinfected 

12 

1 

Housing — .Section  11 

12 

14 

„ Other  visits 

55 

2 

I’etroleum  Act 

26 

3 

.Sanitary  Sm'vey  ... 

1752 

69 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

328 

— 

Interviews,  Owners,  Tradesmen,  Etc.  ... 

501 

— - 
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SUMMARY  OF  DEFECTS  REMEDIED. 

Conversion  to  W.C.’s 

Additional  W.C.’s  or  pedestals  provided 
Structural  repairs  to  W.C.’s  ... 

Defective  Drains  repaired 
Obstructed  di-ains  dealt  with... 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  provided 
W.C.  flushing  cisterns  repaired 
Flooi's  repaired  ... 

Roofs  repaired  ... 

Wallplaster  made  good 
Ceiling  plaster  made  good 

Eavespouting  and  downspouts  repaired  & renewed 

Windows  and  doors  repaired 

New  washing  coppers  provided 

Staircases  repaired 

Walls  rebuilt  or  repaired 

Firegrates  renewed  or  repaired 

Chimneys  repaired 

Washing  coppers  repaired 

Privy  Middens  repaired 

Burst  Pipes 

New  Pails  provided 

Repairs  to  sinks 

Pumps  repaired 

Houses  disinfected 

Houses  disinfected — Council  Houses... 

Other  Houses 

Ashbins  provided 
Hot  Water  Circulation  repaired 
Dangerous  Buildings  demolished 
Defective  paving  renewed 


iri 

7 

17 
:h'> 

8 

4 

22 

48 

45 

58 

13 

18 

5 
H 

15 

20 

11 

4 


1 

12 

3 

2 

408 

7 

1 

1 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  durituj  the  year  ; — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  defects 

^Ulmer  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  439 

(b)  Niunber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...1224 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  subhead 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 

1925  and  1932  84 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  piu'pose  ...  84 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injuiious  (o  h(‘altli  as  to  be  imfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referied 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  f't  for  human  habitation  ...  99 


25 


Neiiiedi/  of  defecis  diirin<i  the  j/eiii-  irilhoid  service  of  forwol  vnliees  : — 
Nunibei"  of  dofective  (IwplIin.K-liouses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action,  by  the  local  autbority  or  tlieir 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9d 


3.  Actiofi  binder  sUtlulorij  powers  durimj  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  !J,  10  and  10  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930 

(1)  Niunber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ft)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(ft)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Niunber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ; — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(h)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  undergroimd  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 
12)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  li[^ying  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

4.  Housimj  Act,  1936 — Part  1 V. — Overcrowdinii  : — ^ 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 
year  

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(iii)  Niunber  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

{b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  1 

dm’ing  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  f 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  diuing 
diuing  the  yetu' 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 
(iii)  Nimiber  of  houses  again  overcrowded  after  being 

previously  relieved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ' 

{*No  accurate  information  available). 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS 


PART  1 OF  THE  ACT. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  as  to  lu^alth  (iuchuliuK  in- 
spections made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors)  ; — 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuied 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  I,  2,  3,  4 and 

0 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

11 

11 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

Df) 

105 

21 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 

which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  I^ocal 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

10() 

200 

23 

— 

27 


2.  C1ASES  IN  WHICH  IJNFECTS  WE  HI-]  FOUND 


Parliciddvs 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Reft 

ToH.M. 

Inspector 

’rred 

Byll.M. 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

0 

8 

— 

8 

— 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable 

— 

— 

— 

— 

temperature 

Inadequate 

— 

— 

ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

of  floors 
Sanitary  Conv. 

— 

— 



— 

— 

(n)  insufficient 
(b)  Unsuitable 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate 

17 

18 

— 

8 

— 

for  sexes 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act 

(not  including 

offences  relating 

to  outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

1 Total 

1 

28 

20 

— 

11 

— 

PETROLEUM  ACTS. 

Fifty-eight  licences  were  issued  during  1949  for  the  storage  of  1 15,450 
gallons  of  petroleum  spirit. 

One  licence  was  issued  for  the  storage  of  1,000  lbs.  of  carbide  of 
calcium. 


